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 Hitler Takes Poland  After securing the Rhineland, 

Austria, + Czechoslovakia, Hitler 

wanted Poland 

 After WWI, the Allies created 

the Polish Corridor (strip of 

land that cut through 

Germany to give Poland 

access to the sea) 

 Hitler demanded that it 

be returned  

 Hitler + Stalin had signed a 

Nonaggression Pact in which they 

agreed not to attack each other for 

10 yrs. Secretly, it also determined 

how they would divide Poland + 

stated the USSR could take over 

Finland, Estonia, Latvia, + Lithuania 
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 9/1/1939 Hitler’s surprise attack on 

Poland began w/ tanks + aircraft, 

followed by massive infantry -  this is 

known as blitzkrieg “lightning war” 

 2 days later (9/3/1939), Britain + 

France (The Allies) declared war, 

but they couldn’t mobilize before 

Poland fell to Hitler 

 Hitler quickly annexed Western 

Poland while Stalin occupied the 

Eastern ½ + Finland, Estonia, 

Latvia, + Lithuania 
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 The Fall of France  After declaring war, Britain + France 
stationed troops along the Maginot Line 
(a system of fortifications along 
France’s border w/ Germany) + waited 
for the Germans to attack.  Nothing 
happened for 6 months – this was 
known as the “Phony War” 

 This lasted until April of 1940 
when Nazis invaded Denmark (in 
4hrs!) + Norway (in 2 months) 

 In May, Nazis swept through 
Netherlands, Belgium, + 
Luxembourg 

 While British + French were distracted 
watching other countries fall, the Nazis 
came through the Northern woods of 
France.  They circled around to trap the 
Allied troops 
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 Allied troops were trapped at beaches of 

Dunkirk when the British sent every available 

ship (naval + civilian) to rescue them.  They 

saved over 300,000 troops 

 After Dunkirk, France fell on 6/22/1940 

 Germans occupied Northern France, 

but set up a puppet gov.’t in the south 

known as Vichy France  

 French General Charles de 

Gaulle established a 

government-in-exile in London 
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 The Battle of Britain  Britain’s new Prime Minister was 
Winston Churchill 

 Summer 1940, the Luftwaffe 
(German Air Force) began bombing 
Britain’s Air Force.  In September, 
they started bombing cities 
especially London to break British 
morale 

 The RAF (British Royal Air 
Force) was able to fight back 
b/c in addition to the invention 
of radar, the British acquired 
an Enigma machine which 
was a German code making 
machine.  They now 
understood the German’s 
secret messages 

 Lasted until May 1941, when Hitler 
ordered a halt 
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 Fighting in Northern Africa  Once Italy formally joined w/ 
Germany (The Axis Powers) 
against the Allies, Mussolini 
began attacking North Africa in 
September 1940.   Mussolini 
wanted to capture the British-
controlled Suez Canal which 
would give access to Mid-Eastern 
oil 

 British push Italians back + 
take 130,000 Italians 
prisoner 

 Hitler sent in the Afrika 
Korps, led by General Erwin 
Rommel “The Desert Fox” 

 Advantage goes back 
+ forth b/w British + 
Germans 

7 



 Control of the Balkans  Hitler began planning to 

attack the USSR 

 1st he wanted control 

of SE Europe.  So in 

1941, he threatened 

Bulgaria, Romania, 

+ Hungary into 

joining him 

 Greece + Yugoslavia 

refused + are 

invaded + defeated 
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 Hitler Invades 

USSR 

 6/22/1941 Hitler launches Operation 

Barbarossa (his plan to invade the 

Soviet Union) 

 USSR completely unprepared + 

Nazis advance 500mi. 

 Soviets practiced scorched 

earth policy (burned their 

own crops + killed their 

livestock) 

 Germans reached outskirts of 

Moscow when Soviets attacked in 

December.  Germans (in summer 

uniforms) began retreating until 

ordered by Hitler not to 

 Remained until March 

1943 

 500,000 Germans died 
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 The USA  Most Americans wanted to remain 
neutral, but President Roosevelt knew if 
Allies fell, USA would be drawn into war 

 Gets laws passed that supported 
Allies  

 Ex. Lend-Lease Act (March 
1941) – Roosevelt could 
lend or lease supplies to 
any country vital to US + 
so US began escorting 
British ships carrying US 
arms 

 Hitler orders U-boats (German 
subs) to sink any cargo ships + 
Roosevelt orders navy to shoot U-
boats on sight  
 

 

     

            End Section 1 
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 Japan builds 

an Empire 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

General Tojo 

 WWII in Asia began in 1931 w/ Japan’s 

invasion of China 

 They made some quick gains but 

eventually Chinese resistance slowed 

their advances + put a strain on 

Japan’s economy 

 To      their resources, Japan’s leaders began 

eyeing Europe’s Asian colonies 

 The USA had cracked one of Japan’s 

secret codes + were aware of their 

plans.  The USA began fearing Japan 

would go after US colonies Guam + the 

Philippines Islands 

 Sent aid to Chinese resistance + 

cut off oil shipments to Japan 

once it invaded French 

Indochina (1941) 
11 



 Pearl Harbor  Japan’s Prime Minister Hideki Tojo ordered an 
attack on the US base of Pearl Harbor.  While 
the US knew an attack was eminent, they 
didn’t know where the Japanese would strike.  

 On 12/7/1941, the Japanese had over 180 
warplanes launched from 6 aircraft carriers 
bomb the US naval base of Pearl Harbor in 
Hawaii.  The bombing lasted over 1½ hrs.  

 When it was over, more than 2,400 were 
dead + 1,100 were injured.  Almost all of 
US’s Pacific Fleet was destroyed. 

 The next day, Pres. Roosevelt asked 
Congress for a declaration of war, 
describing the attacks as “a date that will 
live in infamy.” 
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 Japanese Victories  Following the attack on Pearl 

Harbor, the Japanese gain 

control of Hong Kong, 

Indochina, Thailand, Burma, 

Indonesia, + were heading for 

India. 

 They had captured over 

1 mil miles of Asian land 

w/ 150 mil people 

 Japanese often treated 

conquered peoples very 

brutally - especially prisoners 

of war b/c they thought it was 

dishonorable to surrender 
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 Allies Strike 

Back 

 The Allies (mostly US + Australia) began  

bombing Japan’s capital Tokyo 

 They did little damage, but 

psychologically it showed Japanese 

that they weren’t invincible 

 At the Battle of Midway, the Japanese had 

hoped to draw out the entire US Pacific Fleet.  

Instead, the US had intercepted the message 

+ hid beyond the horizon + surprised the 

Japanese.  This battle crippled the Japanese 

Fleet + was a turning point in the war in the 

Pacific 
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 Allied 

Offensive in 

the Pacific 

 Under General Douglas MacArthur, the 

Allies took an offensive position. 

 Gen. MacArthur’s strategy was to 

“island-hop” – instead of trying to 

capture every island under Japanese 

control, the Allies would seize islands 

that weren’t well defended while getting 

closer + closer to Japan. 
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 Nazis proposed a new racial order 

 Germanic peoples (incorrectly called 
Aryans) were a “master race” + non-
Aryans, especially Jews, were inferior 

 

 The 1st victims of Hitler’s were not Jews, but 
the mentally + physically disabled.  Hitler 
ordered in the secret T-4 program that 
doctors grant “the incurably ill a merciful 
death” 

 This is when they 1st began 
experimenting w/ gas as a means of 
killing 

 Many were children 

 Some doctors refused + when the 
program became public, the outcry 
against it forced the Nazis to cut back 
on the killings + keep it secret 
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 Early Jewish 

Persecution 

 Official persecution against Jews 

began in 1933 when Nazis initiated a 

boycott of Jewish businesses 

 Nuremberg laws were laws intended to 

isolate + humiliate Jews 

 Over 400 separate pieces of 

legislation over 6yrs which 

prevented Jews from working, 

going to school, or taking part in 

German society 

 German schools taught children 

how to recognize a Jew based 

on racial stereotypes 

 Jews were required to wear a 

yellow Star of David at all times 
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 1935, German Jews were stripped of 

citizenship 

 Many Jews began attempting to emigrate, but 

were widely rejected by foreign nations 

 Germany began forcing Jews to move into 

ghettos (segregated Jewish areas) where 

they were separated from the rest of society 

where they lived in horrid conditions + were 

underfed 
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 The Final Solution 

 Hitler got tired of waiting for Jews 
to die from disease + starvation.  
His plan to rid Europe the Jewish 
race was called the “Final 
Solution”.  It was really a program 
of genocide (the systematic killing 
of an entire people) 

 This was necessary to 
protect the “racial purity” of 
Germany 

 Nazis experimented w/ various 
methods of killing  

 The Einsatzgruppen were mobile 
killing squads.  Among other 
methods, they would force Jews to 
dig their own graves before 
shooting them 

 Nazis settled on gas as the most 
effective method of killing 
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 Jews + other “sub-humans” targeted by Nazis 
(including Gypsies, homosexuals, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, political prisoners, etc…) were sent 
to concentration camps (work camps) or 
extermination camps w/ huge gas chambers. 

 Upon arrival at death camps prisoners were 
examined + chosen by Nazi doctors to live or 
die 

 Those sentenced to death were told they 
would be taking a shower.  They 
gathered in a “shower room”.  Once it 
was locked, gas came out of the shower 
heads.  After they were dead, their 
bodies were cremated 

 Those chosen to live were divided by 
gender, had their heads shaved, were 
given uniforms (at Auschwitz tattooed), + 
then forced into slave labor.  Many were 
victims of grotesque medical experiments 
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 Results  By the end of WWII, over 6 mil Jews + 

others had been murdered in the 

Holocaust (the systematic mass 

slaughter of Jews + other groups by the 

Nazis) 
 

                         

            

 

         End Section 3 
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 Japanese - 
Americans 

 After the attack on Pearl Harbor, many 
Americans were fearful of another attack 
(especially on the west coast) + turned 
against Americans of Japanese descent. 

 Feb. 1942, Roosevelt ordered the 
internment of Japanese Americans 

 No such action was taken 
against German – Americans 
or Italian - Americans 

 The military shipped the Japanese – 
Americans to “relocation” camps 
which were isolated camps away 
from the coast 

 2/3 of those sent to the camps 
had been born in the US 

 Many volunteered to fight in 
the war + served bravely 
while their families had to stay 
in the camps 23 



 Allied Victories  Stalin desperately wanted US + Britain to open 

a 2nd front in France 

 Churchill wanted to strike 1st in North Africa 

 English gain the upper hand in Africa at 

the Battle of El Alamein.  Afrika Korps 

retreats only to be trapped by American 

troops led by General Eisenhower.  

Afrika Korps surrenders in 1943 

 Next Churchill + Roosevelt decided to attack 

Italy 

 Capture island of Sicily + most of Italy.  

Germans recaptured North Italy before 

being forced to retreat – fighting 

continues until the end of the war 

 Mussolini was captured by Italian 

resistance fighters (April 1945) + 

shot to death – his body was 

hung for display 
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 D-Day  June 6, 1944, the Allies launched their  

D-Day invasion of France from across the 

English Channel to open up a western 

front 

 Thousands of planes, ships, tanks, + over 

3 mil troops landed on the beaches of 

Normandy led by Gen. Eisenhower 

 Largest land + sea attack in history 

 Allies advance into France w/ heavy 

casualties, + by September, they had 

liberated France, Luxembourg, + Belgium 
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 Germany 
Surrenders 

 Hitler attempts to end the 2 front 
war by counterattacking the 
Allies on the western front at the 
Battle of the Bulge.  It was 
unsuccessful + the Germans 
retreated  

 W/in a couple of months, the 
British + Americans were 
closing in on Berlin from the 
west + the Soviets from the east 

 April 30, 1945 - Hitler committed 
suicide 

 May 7th - German military 
surrendered.  Pres. Roosevelt 
had died a few weeks earlier + 
Harry Truman became president  
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 Japan’s Retreat  By 1944, the Japanese were 

retreating, but even w/ Germany’s 

surrender, they continued to fight 

 The Japanese, desperate to 

destroy the US Fleet + stop them 

from sending in supplies, began to 

use kamikazes (Japanese suicide 

pilots) to sink Allied ships by crash-

diving bomb-filled planes into 

them. 
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 The Atomic Bombs  Truman was told an invasion of Japan 
could result in the loss of ½ mil or more 
American lives 

 He decided to use a new secret weapon 
developed in the Manhattan Project - the 
atomic bomb in order to save American 
lives 

 8/6/45 - bombing of Hiroshima 
immediately killed at least 70,000, w/ 
many dying later from radiation sickness 
+ other causes. 

 Next target was Kokura, but cloud cover 
interfered 

 8/9/45 - bombing of Nagasaki killed at 
least 70,000 immediately + more later  

 An estimated 200,000 Japanese died as 
a result of the bombings 

 The Japanese surrender 6 days after the 
bombing of Nagasaki (future bombings 
had been planned otherwise) 
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 Ground view 

of Nagasaki 

before and 

after the 

bombing; 

1,000 foot 

circles are 

shown. 

29 



30 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:AtomicEffects-Hiroshima.jpg


 Results of WWII  Caused more death + destruction than 

any previous conflict in history 

 60 mil died 

 More than 1/3 were Soviets 

 50 mil left homeless 
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 Devastation 
of Europe 

 Of the 40 mil Europeans who died 2/3 
were civilians 

 Many great cities were largely destroyed 

 Many people were forced to live in 
destroyed buildings or caves made from 
rubble w/ no water, electricity, + little 
food 

 W/ farms + transportation systems 
destroyed, many died after the war 
from famine + disease 

 A large # of people wandered around 
Europe afterwards 

 Concentration camp survivors, 
POWs, refugees from border 
changes, people looking for family 
members, etc… 
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 Postwar Gov.’ts  Gov.’ts in Germany + Italy had 

collapsed 

 Vichy France leaders were seen 

as traitors 

 Many members of the French 

Resistance (those who fought 

from w/in France to defeat 

the Nazis) were communists 

 Communist parties in 

France + Italy gained 

popularity for a while 
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 Nuremberg Trials  1945-46, an international military 
tribunal put high ranking Nazis on 
trial for waging a war of 
aggression + for committing 
“crimes against humanity”.  These 
were known as the Nuremberg 
Trials 

 Hitler + some high ranking 
Nazis committed suicide 
before they could stand trial.  
11 stood trial –   1 
committed suicide + the 
other 10 would be hanged 
(only one of which 
expressed remorse).  Their 
bodies were burned in the 
same ovens their victims 
had been burned in 34 



 Postwar 

Japan 

 2 mil lives lost 

 Stripped of its colonial empire 

 Gen. MacArthur accepted Japan’s surrender + took over 

Japan’s occupation - he was determined to be fair 

 Japan was demilitarized (its military was 

dismantled) 

 War criminals were put on trial – 7 were hanged 

including Gen. Tojo 

 Japan went through democratization (the process 

of creating a gov.’t elected by the people) + 

became a constitutional democracy 

 Emperor was forced to proclaim that he 

wasn’t of divine origin 

 The constitution stated that Japan couldn’t 

make war, but only fight if attacked 

 US occupation ended in Sept. 1951, but w/ no 

military they agreed to allow US to station US 

troops there to protect Japan.                      

                End Section 5                                                                                         
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